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Your Context 

 
Please give brief information about your context 
 
Your personal experience 
I am an Early Years teacher with a Bachelor of Arts degree; Diploma in Special Education; Diploma in 
Montessori teaching in Education and Eight years of teaching experience in the same current school in 
Bangalore, India. Prior to the current school, I have also taught in a Montessori School for eight years. I 
teach all subjects to children between 2 ½ to 6years of age. I have taught 4 to 5 year olds for the past 5 
years and now I teach 5 to 6 year olds. I enjoy teaching and am able to connect with the pre-schoolers very 
well. 

 
Your role and responsibilities 
My role and responsibilities as an Early Years teacher is to help and support all my students in learning and 
gaining experiences. I am the grade teacher for my class and also coordinator for the Early Year’s 
department. 

 
Your institution 
My school is a private institute, Indus International School. It consists of grades 1–12, and is an 
International Baccalaureate School. The number of the children is around 900 students. The PYP section of 
the school is developed and equipped with excellent and suitable facilities like the cafeteria, meeting room, 
library, and a computer lab housing twenty computers with Wi-Fi connectivity. Each classroom in the school 
is provided with Interactive White Board and a computer. 

 
Your learners 
I teach Prep-2 students whose age range from four and a half to six years. All children in the class have 
various learning abilities. The idea is to differentiate instruction so that every child can learn at their own 
pace and; in their ability groups. The children are encouraged to develop their skills and their development 
is towards Whole Education. 
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Part A 

Step A  Evaluating the effectiveness of ICT in supporting teaching and learning 

  Occasion 1 

  Whole group teaching 

Evaluate the impact of the use of ICT on meeting specified learning outcomes 
Teaching and learning through ICT can emphasize the impact on specified learning 
outcomes. The process of teaching involves introduction, research, consolidation and 
assessment and all these can be easily incorporated through ICT. The focus of the subject 
can be well achieved through ICT teaching. 
 
A variety of learners will benefit from this type of teaching. Especially the children with 
Attention deficit hyperactive disorder and other children with low attention spans can 
benefit from ICT. 
 
Compare the way in which a whole group learning session worked out with the way in which a non-
ICT learning session with the same group could have operated 
The aim was to help students present their learning from the unit ‘animals’. The Animals 
had been divided into five sets, aquatic, birds, pet, farm and wild .The strategy was to help 
children identify the sets and present to the class, its features in a PPT. This activity could 
be done without using ICT but would not have been as effective. Although students could 
have searched for information about animals in non-electronic information sources, it would 
have taken longer and it would have been less motivating for them and would not catering 
for all learning styles. Without the use of the internet, students could not have experienced 
a variety of pictures to choose from themselves. It was their choice their work and they 
would be definitely more proud of it. 
 
Review the benefits to teacher and learners of the use of ICT 
Teachers have a huge benefit just as students have to experience the capacity and range 
of the data available in the large electronic sources. Due to ICT the development of 
learning strategies are easier for teachers to implement. Experiencing this ease of use, 
flexibility and exhaustiveness of the information stores fostered learner autonomy and 
independence from the teacher. Contents became more memorable for students. Their 
motivation is also very high when allowed to use the ICT. 
 
Review any disadvantages of the use of ICT 
For young learners ICT may be a deterrent to developing their motor skills, to avoid this 
there should be a time limit for students using ICT. There should be equal distribution 
between the two, so that neither skill suffers. 
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Identify any improvements that could be made for future learning sessions with whole groups 
While working with the whole group, the teacher needs to be sensitive about the various 
types of learners and needs to make an effort to encompass all types of inputs. 
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Step A  Evaluating the effectiveness of ICT in supporting teaching and learning 

  Occasion 2 

  Small group/individual learning 
 

Evaluate the impact of the use of ICT on meeting specified learning outcomes 
The ICT benefits individual or small group learning too! The children were able to work at 
their own pace and also with cooperation of their partners. They learnt from and helped 
each other. The teacher was able to move around and help or assist anyone who needed 
help. 
 
Compare the way in which the small group/individual learning session worked out with the way in 
which a non-ICT learning session with the same group or individuals could have operated 
The small group learning proved beneficial to students who had a learning disability, 
motivation problems and low self-esteem. These children could be given more attention 
and they would feel comfortable to speak out in their small groups.  
Using paint to colour pictures from various seasons  
This activity was mainly to help children use the “paint” accessory and identify various 
seasons linked with the pictures. 
Without ICT this activity would just be colouring season pictures with colour pencils, which 
is not a new activity for children, the paint tool on the computer is a novelty and children 
enjoyed the activity more.  
 
Review the benefits to teacher and learners of the use of ICT 
The students would benefit due to the comfort factor of being with a small group and found 
it easier to give ideas or practice his skills .Children worked at their pace and were not 
intimidated by time factor  as each child had their task to complete. For teachers this is 
beneficial as the observation and assessment can happen simultaneously. The teacher can 
help students individually and encourage them to be independent as well. Students are 
able to cooperate and work in a team which they would not be able to do as a whole group. 
The teacher can also gauge the children better when they are in smaller groups. 
 
Review any disadvantages of the use of ICT 
As the students need more practice doing writing but children choose typing as a better 
option. This makes writing even more difficult.  Children have to share computers and that 
may pose a problem to learning at their own pace. 
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Identify any improvements that could be made for future learning sessions with small 
groups/individuals 
When teaching children in individual or small groups we need to give them many lap-tops 
or computers. The problem that we faced was that each computer has a different problem 
and by the time we get started lot of time has been wasted. So next time I would check and 
make sure all the computers are functioning well and also have more adults in the lab who 
can help. 
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Step B  Interact with colleagues to share ideas for improvement 

 
Reflection upon own findings and possible impact upon own learning session planning as a result of 
the observation session 
I decided to observe Navita’s class of 3rd graders. She was one of the teacher’s who has been 
very comfortable with her computer skills. She was doing an introduction of the concept of 
probability in the class. There were 20 children, 8 girls and 12 boys. The class was very 
interesting, she began by telling a story about a king whose kingdom had a drought and he was 
asked to choose a certain colour of seeds from a bag by a magic man to help his farmers. There 
were 10 orange and 7 green seeds. The children had to come up with the probability of a colour 
the King would choose. Also terms like certainly, probable and impossible were explained 
earlier. The next two tasks were hands on activities and then she went to the smart board 
where she showed then games about probability from the internet. She then went back to 
hands on activity and the result would be noted in the books. 
 
After observing her class I had a little interview with her about my understanding and her 
further involvement of ICT in the later lessons. She was of the opinion that in a class of 45 
minutes, she did more hands-on and less of ICT as the children would get restless if they had 
to just see the teacher playing the game and they just had to direct her to click. It also led to a 
noisy and more aggressive class. She had set aside a lot of recourses on the internet for the 
further classes in probability. 
 
I found the class very productive and enjoyable. The children were happy and were able to 
follow the concept. I would also like to incorporate this type of teaching in my class. I would 
also add an exclusive class in the computer lab where they could play these games and come to 
their own conclusions. 
 
A combination of various ways of teaching is a very impactful way of teaching. ICT can be used 
in many ways, creativity is the key! The variety we can get and the amount of choices we can 
make are unlimited. Knowledge of the types and how to retrieve it from the search engines is 
yet another skill. 
 
The way a teacher needs to be prepared before the lesson is also very important. Having the 
equipment like computer, internet projector etc. running in perfect condition is equally 
important otherwise all planning done will be lost. More importantly, the interest of students 
will be lost!!  
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Evidence of Observation or Professional Dialogue 

Provide evidence of notes you made during the lesson observation or professional dialogue with another colleague 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assignment Template for 5299 Evaluate and embed the use of ICT in teaching and learning.  For examination in 2011 
 

9 

Step C  Engage in professional growth and leadership 

Personal reflection upon feedback received, evaluation of comments and modification of future plans 
Leadership is an interesting attribute and in the school where I teach we believe that if it is not 
inborn but can be learnt. Our USP is also “creating leaders of tomorrow”. Being a leader is not 
only leading people it also means serving or caring for people. We as teacher leaders are 
required to take responsibility to help our students make full use of the recourses available. 
 
We are a relatively new school on our way towards developing into a school which believes in 
the whole education to a child. As teachers we are committed to doing just that! We believe 
that ICT is very vastly important and it has a major role to play in teaching and learning in this 
fast developing world. We use technology in our teaching, in researching for information, to 
present information and to store information. All our classes have been equipped with smart 
boards and have active software installed. Our middle and high schools have one laptop per 
child. Next year onwards we will have the same for students of primary grades 1 to 5 as well. 
Also the school has sponsored many teachers to pursue Internationally acclaimed courses, like 
this one. In short, we have got most of the basic requirements a school requires. 
 
Teachers need more training to develop their skills in teaching ICT. The local community also 
need to be benefited from the merits of ICT. I had taken our students to the community school 
and we shared picture books on the smart board (available in their school) with the 1st 
graders. The children benefit from visual media when language is the barrier. 
 
We also believe in sharing our recourses with our colleagues and also our concerns or 
problems. I along with my colleague Rachel conducted a workshop for primary teachers. The 
topic was ICT -Boon or Bane, All teachers were given an insight into our ideas of ICT and we 
asked them to share ideas with us as well .We gave them a questionnaire which they filled out 
and we collated the information. This information was passed on to our head of Primary 
school, who in turn will present it to our Principal. That was a good experience when we all 
had the workshop for teachers and all of them shared their view, grade wise. There was so 
much to share as we all were doing so much and were not collaborating. After our workshop 
the grades prep to grade 5 will now take responsibility to take over the responsibility of 
teaching that particular part of ICT. Example-Prep-2-introduction to process of making a PPT. 
 
My presentation was in brief about these points- 
E-Portfolio 

 Process-collecting, sorting and labeling 
 Problems-ongoing process, heavy and slows down computer, scare of losing the 

pictures 
 Solutions –Online viewing, Picassa  
 Suggestions for other grades-write up about any picture 

Suggestions  to teachers 
 Picture or resource(web sites ,PPT s) collection-on different topics,  
 Organizing and grouping data to store safely – all old documents year after year 
 Container for all PYP docs-all class calendars, newsletters, POI’s ,Unit planners, etc 
 Use one ICT skill for a summative assessment.    

ICT  as a Reflection tool 
 graphic representation of their progress over the term 
 video the class and replay 
 Peer assessment 

 
My future plan would be to implement whatever I have learnt and find new ways to teach 
better with ICT and also share my understanding with my colleagues globally and locally. 
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Engage in Professional growth and leadership 

Insert the typed report or the multimedia presentation you presented to line managers 
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Engage in Professional growth and leadership 

Insert feedback on the report or presentation you delivered to managers/colleagues – e.g. scanned notes, emails you received, etc. 

 

 
 

The above graph is based on the questions attached in the survey.   
Please Note-   The figure 12 is based on the number of feedback forms received and not on number of 
teachers 
Teachers were seated in groups of 4-5 at each table.  
There were approximately 12 tables   
Each table was given 1 questionnaire.  
In some cases teachers have not answered all the questions. 
 
Collated suggestions: 

• Many child friendly websites blocked. Teachers should be given option of unlocking few important sites. 

• Need stronger Wi‐Fi connectivity and speed of the internet. 

• School needs to be members of useful websites so that teachers can be a part of it e.g. IXL, Brain pop and 
reading a‐z, Edhelper etc. 

• Keep updating Hardware and software. 

• More laptops for each section.  

• Quicker internet access.  

• A specialized teacher to teach specific ICT skills 

• More ICT time – An ICT lab only for PYP  

• Weekly maintenance on computers 

• Annual workshops for teachers on the use of Smart board ICT and opportunities to learn new ICT skills. 

• Need an IWB for the library  

Outcomes of the session where teachers planned on how they would use ICT within their Grades 
Grade 2: Basic typing, Power point presentations and use of child friendly sites 
Grade 3: Design and animations using Power point presentations, Use of child friendly sites like Brain pop, 
gogo news, spellingcity.com 
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Grade 4: - Use of Microsoft Word Spelling, Grammar, Synonyms, Editing tools, Excel for practicing facts, 
Children will be taught how to make their own blogs to upload photographs for the unit on Photography 
(related to ‘technological advancements’), Graphing tools using Excel. 
 
Grade 5: Microsoft word- to create journals for Exhibition, Excel for Data analysis, Windows media player- 
for making documentaries 
Hindi: Increased use of the IWB, videos  
French: Interactive games, videos 
Music: Record student progress through Video recordings.  
Library: http://www.libraryindus.wordpress.com  A weblog created by Mr. Premson for reading 
resources.   
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Step D  Promote and model digital citizenship and responsibility 

 
Reflections on having used ICT to engage with colleagues from a different institution to discuss the 
benefits of ICT in supporting teaching and learning  
We as a school have been in touch with other schools mainly for sports and other competitions. However, 
now it is imperative that we start using our ICT to improve communication with our local schools. As ICT is a 
fantastic resource that can be used to promote global learning, provide cultural understanding, and build 
relationships between students and teachers as well.  As our students are just five years of age we will have 
to help them achieve this understanding at their own level. We help students with photos and read text to 
them from a communication that there was from one of the class mates who went to another school in the 
same city. Their awareness of the city and schools outside theirs is achieved. The amazing thing about ICT is 
that it doesn’t matter if the people you are communicating with stay in the city or anywhere in the world, the 
communication is instant!! 

 
Reflections on having used ICT to engage with colleagues from another country to discuss the 
barriers that prevent some institutions in being able to embed ICT fully  
I have been in conversation with many of my colleagues who have left our school and joined 
schools abroad. Most of them are primary teachers and work in international schools. They 
claim to have a great ICT team and do not face problems like the ones we do. Most of them 
were surprised at the smooth working of their ICT departments and the condition of computers 
and laptops! The money required for the up keep was freely available and that the people 
dealing with the hardware and software knew what they wanted and was efficient. However the 
colleagues who did not go to international schools had similar problems as the ones we do. 
 
We, as a grade, are also in touch with our students who left for other countries. The students 
do send us messages with help of their parents and they send us their pictures in different 
places. We share this E-mail with the class and write back to them with our photos. 
Besides low funds and in-efficiency of staff we also face the lack of training of teachers in ICT. 
Most of the teachers abroad have been to regular training sessions to help them overcome 
barriers of teaching through ICT. 
 
As a reflection of these interactions I have sent a mail to the higher authorities to help us these 
main problems, namely Funds, Faculty and (training) Facilities. We will also interact with our 
students abroad and share with them our learning in areas that concern all of us as world 
citizens. E.g.-global warming endangered animals, harmful wastes. 
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Promote and model digital citizenship and responsibility 

Insert evidence of having used ICT to engage with colleagues from a different institution to discuss the benefits of ict in supporting teaching 
and learning e.g.: emails, screen dumps or screen shots from networking sites, etc. 
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Promote and model digital citizenship and responsibility 

Insert evidence of having used ICT to engage with colleagues from a different country to discuss the barriers that prevent some institutions 
from being able to fully embed ICT e.g.: emails, emails, screen dumps or screen shots from networking sites, etc. 
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Part B 

Reflective Report 
 
The Key to all-round education is balance. Between all extremes if you use the middle- 
path it is the best. I have been working with the early years from past 15 years and have 
always felt that the child needs to experience all aspects of education. I have been working 
on this balance and it seems to have worked. In my lessons I always use ICT in some form 
or the other, but the criteria is that it needs to be relevant and creative.ICT is a powerful 
medium and we need to be very careful how we use it. Are we balancing the child’s 
learning in the manner that is correct? 
 
While the contemporary approach to learning has always witnessed a wave of excitement 
when proposed and administered to the PYP students, there are several shortcomings that 
have to be coped with. 
 
I put forward three ‘Fs’ that could be a cause of concern with the ICT program. After the 
initial excitement dies down, we are faced with our first and most basic problem—the first 
F, that is inadequate facilities, by which I mean the computers we work on. Most of the 
computers are not regularly updated, and therefore some software available to most of the 
students may not be available to a few unlucky ones. Moreover, the software programmes 
on some computers, even if present, are sometimes faulty or outdated.  The ‘playing field’, 
therefore, is never equal and it is difficult to provide an impartial evaluation of any child’s 
progress.  
 
A solution can be found in the second F that is, with proper Funding to ensure regular and 
frequent updating of all the software that would be more advanced and more user friendly 
to the students. This will ensure that their initial interest is sustained and also grows, 
leading to less frustration and disinterest on the part of the students. 
 
I must now come to the last F that is lack of Faculty. As a teacher who is mostly familiar 
with the traditional approach of teaching finds it difficult to deal with all the questions or 
doubts faced by the students because of being unfamiliar with this method of teaching. 
There should be a great amount of money and time kept aside for training of teachers to 
face today’s challenges. Even a trained teacher needs assistance to help 20 children at a 
time and so there is dire need for someone who has adequate knowledge of computers to 
be around, to deal with technical problems that can occur at anytime, and also help 
students to deal with the problems.  
 
Now to critique the method in itself as a tool for the youth of tomorrow. As our International 
School as well as other international schools are a model to the rest of the schools in the 
country, the ICT program is not something that will influence only the children of our school, 
or the other international schools, but also in the future, affect the syllabi of other schools. 
With this in mind, I have the following doubts to the ICT program: I perceive in the ICT 
program is that it hinders multilingualism to a large extent. Ours is a school where children 
of several languages study. As English is the primary language used by almost every 
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website and program. Children may learn other languages orally, but might not learn how 
to write them. Critics may interject here that there are translation applications on every 
computer, as well as online, but I must strengthen my argument by saying that if you can 
translate anything with a few clicks, why will you bother to learn the language? Moreover, if 
children are to be taught scripts other than the ones used in English, Spanish, French, 
German and other European languages, they will require to write rather than translate 
them, which will most certainly lead to resistance and disinterest. This would, consequently, 
in the long run be a cause of dying out of indigenous literatures, as there would be no 
authors to write in these ‘other’ languages, and if there were, no readers to read it. This 
would lead to a rather Euro-centric understanding of the world, which always leaves out the 
sub-alternate. It also has been a successful tool in bringing people from different parts of 
the world together. Children can compare their work to the work of someone in France, 
Arabia or Thailand and self-evaluate themselves and learn more about other cultures.  
 
Another important and helpful side of ICT is for the teachers are the internet. I don’t think I 
could do without it for even a day. Our communications, our research and information is all 
because of the speed of the Internet. Teaching and learning have become so fast, easy 
and accessible due to it. It is available in our homes, schools and offices. Children are 
exposed to the ICT even at home. Parents need to set proper guidelines for the child about 
the ICT, like they set for various other things. The posture of the child while viewing and 
blinking eyes and other factors need to be drilled in the child at an early age.  
 
To conclude, ICT is a powerful tool for teaching, but my doubt with it is based on the fact 
that it is applied to children who have to learn the basics before they learn the advanced. 
Just like you can’t learn to write before you learn to read, and learn to speak before you 
learn to listen, ICT program is like running, which should be taught to students only after 
they have learnt to walk. Therefore, Balance is the Key!! 
 
Many administrators do not understand how teachers’ best learn technology and provide 
little or no professional development or technology support. A one-time computer session 
can only begin the learning process necessary for teachers to understand how technology 
can be effectively integrated into instructional activities. Research confirms that computers 
are more likely to be valuable instructional tools when teachers are personally comfortable 
using them. Helping teachers reach their comfort and skill levels requires continuing staff 
development and support. With professional development opportunities for teachers, 
technology can meet the promise of its potential to enhance the teaching/learning process. 
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Additional evidence 

 
Please use this space for any additional evidence you wish to submit: 
 
PPT for student workshop- a few slides 
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A leadership role to set right the computer lab after a bad experience 
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Questionnaire for teachers-Collating data to present to the Management 
 
Are you facing any hardware or software problems with your computer? 
 
  Yes           No   
 
(If yes) list them 

................................................................................................................................................................................................. 

Do you know the process to get your class computer fixed-? 
Call Shashi                                                  Mail Help desk  
Do you have his no?                                      Do you know the helpdesk address 
Yes                 No                                                    Yes              No  
 
Do you face problems in the Lab                   yes                                   No     
List the problems-

........................................................................................................................................................................................ 

Any suggestions to improve the lab 

.............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

Do you think you make optimum use of the smart board? 
Yes                             No, I need more training    
 
How do you store your data (Lesson plans, planner, POI, Newsletters and calendars?) 
 
Online                                      On Personal Computer 
  Do you find any problems storing or retrieving your data? 
Yes                                 No 
 
Do you have any suggestions to be given to the management regarding ICT-

........................................................................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................................................................... 
Thank You for your time and your feedback! 
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Photographs of teacher and student workshops/presentations 
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Some of the teacher responses to set a ICT -skill for their grade 

 


